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Australian flag waves in front of the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, April
14, 2016. REUTERS/Jason Lee
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On June 27th 2019, Australia’s then Prime Minister Scott Morrison delivered his first
major foreign policy address to the Asialink group at Bloomberg, following his
surprise win in the May election of that year. The speech holds significant to this day
as it not only highlights Australia’a persisting geostrategic tensions, but also
exemplifies a gradual re-globalization process, with a specific focus on security and
economic dimensions, defined and driven by“a new battle between democracies and
non-democracies about the principles and values that shape the global order.”
(Benedikter, 2020:73-84)

Benedikter and Kofler’s (2019) (re-)globalization reform agenda and the ‘5Rs’
blueprint of refining; reframing; reforming; redefining; and re-visioning provides a
useful backdrop to discuss how a changing global order has complicated and
obfuscated Australia’s security and economic reality. In this light, it is important to
both recognize and ‘refine’ changing power dynamics between the US and China.

An Exemplary Speech

Morrison’s speech, Where We Live, (Morrison, 2019) was held just two days prior to
the 2019 G20 Leaders’ Summit in Osaka, Japan. This Summit was the first meeting
between the US and China since the deterioration of their relationship in the wake of
the USA’s imposition of three major rounds of tariffs, totaling 250 Billion US$, on
Chinese goods (BBC, 2018). Whilst former US president Trump had declared this to
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be a means to end the “unfair transfer of American technology and intellectual
property to China,” (BBC, 2018) China referred to it as the "largest trade war in
economic history" (ibid). Hence, Australia’s navigation of this major power conflict
between its main economic partner and main security guarantor was a central point
to the Where We Live speech. Further, as his first major foreign policy address since
winning Office, Morrison used this opportunity to set the guiding principles for his
Government’s engagement with Asia. Dismissing the idea of Australia’s geography
as a burden, he emphasized the Indo-Pacific as the region that will continue to
“shape our prosperity, security and destiny.” (Morrison, 2019)

Former Prime Minister Scott Morrison delivers an address in his first major foreign
policy address of his new term at an Asialink/Bloomberg event in Sydney, June 2019.
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Even in the absence of a discernible threat or obvious enemy, “demographic size,
geographical expanse and cultural exceptionalism” have indeed significantly shaped
Australia’s ‘self-help’ complex. (Baldino;Car;Langlois, 2014) However, it is important



